Chief of Police 24-Hour Occurrence Log 
By Force Investigation Division 


Area: Type of Incident: 

Officer Involved Shooting — Hit 
Date and Time of Occurrence ] Location: 
May 27, 2020, 1215 Hours 6420 Elmer Avenue 
Description: ilipino, DOB: 05/22/1970 

| Booking No: N/A 


Incident No: 200527002046 FID No: F020-20 





| 


On May 27, 2020, at approximately 1135 hours, uniformed officers assigned to North Hollywood Patrol 
Division responded to a radio call in the 6400 block of Elmer Avenue. The comments of the call described a 
neighbor dispute, a man disturbing the peace and a possible vandalism. Upon arrival, officers spoke with the 
reporting persons and then attempted to make contact with the suspect, Rommel Mendoza, who had returned to 
his residence at 6430 Elmer Avenue. As the officers approached the location, Mendoza became verbally 
aggressive and screamed at the officers from inside his residence. Mendoza then abruptly exited the location 
with a wide bladed sword, ordered the officers to shoot him and then aggressively moved toward the officers 
causing them to redeploy in order to increase distance between them and Mendoza. The officers returned to 
the street, broadcast a request for help and took cover behind vehicles as Mendoza followed them still armed 
with the sword. As additional units responded, officers continued to order Mendoza to drop the sword. He 
failed to comply and returned to his property. 


When sufficient units had arrived, a tactical plan was put into motion that included less-lethal munitions, 
designated cover officers with lethal munitions, communication officers and assistance from an air unit. At 
approximately 1215 hours, Mendoza returned to the street still armed with the sword. Despite numerous 
commands, Mendoza refused to surrender and began to approach the officers with the sword resulting in the 
deployment of a 40mm less-lethal launcher and an Officer Involved Shooting (OIS). 


Suspect Mendoza was struck by the only lethal round fired by the officer. He was treated by personnel from 
the Los Angeles Fire Department, but died at scene. The Los Angeles County Coroner’s Office positively 
identified Mendoza and made appropriate death notifications to his next of kin. No officers were injured 
during this incident. 


Force Investigation Division (FID) responded and is handling the administrative investigation. 


THIS INFORMATION NOT FOR DISSEMINATION TO THE MEDIA 


i Staff Officer(s) Present: Deputy Chief J. Rodriguez, Commander A. Hamilton 
| Senior Officer(s) Present: Captain ITT A, Pasos, Captain II R. Ramirez, Captain I R. Gabaldon 
| Officer-in-Charge: Lieutenant H J. Antenucci, FID 
First Supervisor Arrival: Sergeant II D. Widman 7 
First FID Personnel Arrival: Detective II D. Kort 


Unit Handling Criminal Inv: N/A 
District Attorney Response: No( ) Yes(X) DDA: S, Teymouri 
Inspector General Response: No( ) Yes(X) OIG: E. Kreins 


